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APPENDIX V 
THE LEADER INTERVIEW 


Following is the interview outline and the face sheet used. The face sheet was completed by the 
interviewer at the close of the interview proper. 


SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER STUDY NUMBER 15 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN OCTOBER 17, 1947 


A STUDY OF CITIES—COMMUNITY LEADER INTERVIEW 
? 


1. About how long have you lived here in 


2. (If R was born in ) How long has your family lived in ? 

3. (If R was not born in ) Where did you live before you came to p 

4. (If R was not born in ) Where were you born? 

s. (If R was not born in ) How did it happen that you came to to live? 


6. Can you tell me something about how you first got started in taking an active part in com- 
munity affairs here in ? 
6a. Were any of your family or friends active in community affairs here before you became 
interested? 
6b. (If YES to 6a) Can you tell me any more about that? 
7. What kinds of community activities have you been active in? 
7a. What community activities are you most active in now? 
8. Have you ever held any elective office in municipal, state, or federal government? 
8a. (If YES) What office(s)? 
8b. (If YES) Do you hold an elective office now? 
9. What clubs, service organizations, and professional groups do you belong to? 
ga. What offices do you hold in these organizations? 

1o. During the last year, about what percentage of your time have you spent on community 
activities? 

That gives us something of an idea of the ways you are active in the city. Now Pd like to talk with 

you about the city as a community. 

11. In general, what would you say about the way that this city provides its people with com- 
munity services, such as schools, fire and police protection, welfare functions, city governmental 
functions, and the like? How good a job is the city doing? 
rra. (If necessary) How about the schools? 
11d. (If necessary) How about the police and fire departments? 
t1c. (If necessary) How about the welfare services? 
11d. (If necessary) How about the city government in general? 

12. As far as you know, does everyone here in get the same kind of treatment from the 
police and the courts? 
12a. (If NO) How do you mean? 
12b. (If NO) Who gets different treatment? 
12c. (If NO) How is the treatment different? 

13. From what you know, do the schools teach the children to take an interest in what goes on 
in the city? 
13a. (If YES) How do the schools do this? 
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15. 


16, 


17, 


18. 


IQ. 


20. 
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22. 


23. 


24. 


25, 
26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 
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don’t take much interest in the 


Some people think that the people who live here in 

good of the city. Do you think that is true or not? 

In your opinion, how do the people here in compare with people in other cities about 

this size in the way they are willing to work together? 

15a. How do you mean? 

In trying to get the support of the people in 

say are the main problems that have to be met? 

16a. What have you found to be the most effective way of getting around these problems and 
getting the support of the people? 

16b. What groups or kinds of people would you expect to get the most ooi from? 

As far as you know, do most of the really active leaders in have pretty much the same 

kinds of interests and get along pretty well together, or are there many differences among them? 

17a. Can you tell me any more about that? 

In your opinion, how effective in getting things done are the people now most active in city 

affairs? 

18a. Are there others who might be doing a better job? 

Have the people who are active and important in been important for quite a while, or 

has there been much new blood among the city leaders in the past couple of years? 

19a. Why is that? 

As far as you know, how did the important people here in get to be important people? 

In your opinion, what are the primary problems that , as a city, has these days? 

How do you think that compares with most cities this size in the way that different 

races and nationalities and religions get along together? 

22a. How do you mean? 

Do you think anything should be done about the way that different races and religions and 

nationalities get along together? 

23a. (If YES) What do you think should be done? 

23b. (If YES) Who do you think should do this? 

23c. (If YES) As far as you know, are there any people or organizations that are doing this 
sort of thing? 
23d. (If YES to 23c) Who? 

Do you think that the way that different kinds of people get along together here in 

change much in the next ten years? 

24a. (If YES) How will it change? 

Do you think that this is more or less important than most problems here in 


In some cities the newspapers are pretty active in trying to do some good for the city, and 
in others they just try to do whatever will sell the most papers. How are the newspapers here 
in ? 

26a. How do you mean? 

How about the churches here? Are the churches very active in trying to do some good for the 
whole city, or don’t they pay much attention to that? 

27a. How do you mean? 

How about the unions here in ? Do you think the unions are trying to make this a 
better city to live in, or are they mainly interested in keeping unions strong? 

How about the service organizations and business clubs and civic groups here in 
What kind of a job are they doing? 

If we have hard times during the next ten years or so, how do you think ——— will get along 
as compared to other cities about the same size? Do you think it will be hit harder, get along 
better than most cities, or just about the same? 

30a. How do you mean? 

In general, what do you think of the future of as a place to live? As far as you can tell, 
is it going to stay about the same or get better or get worse? 


for community projects what would you 


will 


? 


? 


This content downloaded from 194.27.18.18 on Sat, 19 Dec 2015 00:10:08 UTC 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


138 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 


31a. (If “change”’) Why is this change occurring? 
31b. What, in your opinion, can a community leader do to make a city like this a better 
place for most of the people in it? 

32. Now, thinking back over all of the different kinds of community activities you have been 
concerned with, which one activity or kind of activity do you regard as most important? 
32a. Why is that? 

33. In general, what kinds of satisfactions do you get out of the time you spend on community 
affairs? 

34. Now, one more question. What would you say is your basic philosophy of leadership? What do 
you think makes the difference between a successful leader and one who is not successful? 


SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER STUDY NUMBER 15 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN OCTOBER, 1047 


A STUDY OF CITIES—COMMUNITY LEADER FACE SHEET 


NAME OF RESPONDENT? «ooo oo coco cc cccccccececccececcececeeececcseeecsuccerececuccceceeeeceeecesseseucettseeceecsessececeessetscecect tngcecseseecessee cecee eeceseee 


T. Sex: [Male| [Female| 2. Race: [White] | Negro] [Other] (Specify) ..........-- 
3. Age: [ 21-24 [45-54] 55—64 [65 or Over 
4. Marital Status: [Married [Single | | Widowed | | Divorced | 


5. How many grades of school did you finish? (Circle highest grade completed) 
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g IO II 12 more 
S 


(If 12 or more) Did you get a high-school diploma? | Ye | [No] 
Have you had any other schooling? [Yes] [N o| 


(If “Yes”) What other schooling have you had? 


Do you have a college degree? [Yes] [No] 
6. Into which of these categories would you put your income for last year? 


Under $500 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 $7,500 
$1500 goo T,999 2,999 3,999 4,999 7,499 Over 


7. Is any of your income from business of your own, from rents, or from sources other than salary or 


wages? | Yes | | No | 
$. What is your OCCUPA NOI ae cscs seccactes onden i e eiere eaae ara Eise Cine undead Saa aen nia ERS 
ọ. How many people work under your jurisdiction, or for yOu? .............2....2...cc.cecceecceceececeececeenceneenceeneecceeeeeeees 
ro. What are your major functions in that occupation? o.oo. cece cece eee ecee cece eee taanoa teier aoran 


Oe eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee errr er 


11. Did you vote in the election last November? 


| Yes, voted | | Don’t remember | 


12. (If “Yes, voted”) For congressman, did you vote for the Republican or the Democratic candidate or 


for someone else? Republican | | Democrat | | Other | 


13. Is your church preference Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish? 


| Protestant | | Catholic | | Jewish | | Other | | None | 
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